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STELLA: What Is that?

LICONDA: If I were Innocent I should stick it out* I should
say to myself, I may have sinned, I don't know, the
world says so and the world is my judge. Whatever I did?
I did because I couldn't help it and I'm willing to put
up with what is coming to me. But If I were guilty,
if in a moment of terror or madness I had committed
an act for which the punishment of the law is death,
I wouldn't wait to let justice take its course. I would
take the surest, quickest way to put myself beyond the
reach of the law,

STELLA: I am innocent.

LICONDA: If you hadn't been I should have told you that
In the drawer of my writing-desk is a loaded revolver
and that no one would prevent your going the fe\v
steps to my house and letting yourself in through the
study window.

[STELLA looks at Mm in horror, jear making her hart
beat furiously; he drops his eyes and turns his head
away. There is a terrible silence. Then NURSE
WAYLAND comes in. She wears now a coat and skirt
and carries a hat in her hand. STELLA pulls herself
together. She addresses the NURSE with relief. She
is cool and urbane.

STELLA: You've been very quick. Nurse.

NURSE: I found I had practically nothing left to pack. I've
asked Alice to have my trunk taken downstairs.

STELLA: The gardener's here to-day. He can give her a
hand.

NURSE: Might I say good-bye to Mrs. Tabret before I go?

STELLA: I'm sure she'd like you to. She's in the garden.

NURSE: 111 go to her.

STELLA: Oh, don't bother, Colin will call her. She only
went out because Major Llconda had something he
wished to say to me in private.